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DISCLOSURE BY SPECIAL STATE EI‘I[F‘].OY]:'.-E2 19 0CT ~ le:
OF FINANCIAL INTEREST IN A STATE CONTRACT
AS REQUIRED BY G. L. c. 268A, § 7(e)

SPECIAL STATE EMPLOYEE INFORMATION

Name of speclal
state employes: Matthew Trolano, CPA

| am a special state employee becauss:

Put an X

besida cne ____| serve in a state position for which no compensation Is provided.

statement. :

____| am not an elected official, and ! earned compensation for fewer than 800 hours in
the preceding 385-day period.

. By the classification of my position by my state agency or by the tarms of a contract or
my conditions of employment, | am permitied to have personal or private
employmeant during normal business hours.

__x_ | work for a company or organization which has a contract with a state agancy, | am
a “key employes” because the contract names me or it Is otherwise clear that the state is
contracting for my services in particular, and the contract states that | am a speclal
state employes or Indicates that | mest one of the three requirements listed above. -

Please note - The contract does not state that Matthew Trolano is a special state -
employes or indicate that he meets the requiremants listed above, Based on a
phone call with the Massachusetts State Ethics Commission,the Commission
believes that Matthew Is considered a “speclal state employee.” Wae respactfully
disagree. Please see pages 3-5 for additional explanation.

Title/ Position ¥
Pariner at Alexander, Aronson, Finning & Co,, P.C, (AAFCPAs)

Flit In this box If you are a special state employes because a stats agency has confrected with your company or
if it applies to you. organization, pleasa provide the name and addrass of the company or organization.

AAFCPAs - Westborough
£0 Washington Street
Westhorough, MA 01581

| Stats Agency/ This Is “my State Agency.”
Dsepariment: :
Commonwealth Corporation
Agency Address:
2 Oliver Street
5th Floor
Beston, MA 02109
Office Phone: §17-727-8158
Office E-mall: info@commecorp.org
Check one: _____ Elected or _X__  Non-electad

Starfing deteasa | The services under the current contract between AAFCPAs and Gommonwealth
special state Corporation for audit and tax services began on July 1, 2019.
employses.




ELECTED SPECIAL STATE EMPLOYEE
I am-an elected special state amployes.

BOX#1 :
—. STATEMENT #1: | had a financtal Interest In a contract made by a state agency before | was
" electedtoa compensatad speclal state smployae position. |will continue to have th!s financlaf
Intsrestina ntata cantract.
Select elther .
STATEMENT #1 or | — STATEMENT #2; Jwill hava a new financial interest in a contract made by a state agency.
L 5 i :
e My financlal interest In a contract made by a state agency is;
—_ Acompensated, non-elected position with a state agency.
—_Aconfract between a state agency and myseif,
Write an X cy vee
by your financlal ___ Afinancial benafit or obligation because of a contract that a state agency has with another
Interest. " person or with & company or organkzation.
___ Dther wori because g state agency has a contract with my company or organization and | am a
"key employee” because the contract identiflas me by name or it is otherwise clear that the state
is contracting for my services in particular.
NON-ELEGTED SPEGIAL STATE EMFLOYEE
| am a nen-elecfed spaciai stats employae (compensated or uncompensatad).

* ——_STATEMENT #1: | had a financial Inferest in a contract made by a stats agency, other than an
employment contract, before | took a non-elactad, compeansated special state smployes
position. I will continue to have this financlal interest in a state cpntract

BOX#2

My financial Interest in a contract made by a state agency Is:
Select eithar —.. A contract between a state agency and myself, but not an employment contract.
g;A}'-EErI\‘:ENN:II: : ;or — A financial banefit or obligation because of a contract that a stats agency has with ancther

A person or with a compeny or crganization.

OR | _
Write an X —%_STATEMENT #2: | will have a new financial interest in a contract made by a state agency.
by your financlal .
Interast. My finanelal Intarest In a contract made by a state agency Is:

—. A compensatad, non-slected position with a state agency.
—_ Acontract between a state agency and myself.

—X_ A financial benefit or obligafion because of a contract that a state agency has with another
person or with & company or organizetion.

. Otherwork becauss a state agency has a contract with my company or organization and | am a
“key employaa® bacauss the contract Identifias ma by name or it i otherwise clear that the state
is coniracting for my services in pariicular.

Please sea pages 3-5 for additional explanation.




FINANCIAL INTEREST IN A STATE GONTRACT

This Iz tha “contracting agency.”
Name and address Same as "my state agency™:
of state agency thet | &ommonwealth Corporation
mada the confract | 3 Ojiver Straet
5th Floor
Boston, MA 02108
X Inmy work as a spacial state employee for my Stata Agency, [ particlpate In or have official
Write an X to responsibliity for activities of the contracting agency.
" | confirm this
statement. Please see balow for additional explanation.
ANSWER THE QUESTION IN THIS BOX *
FILL IN IF THE CONTRACT IS BETWEEN THE STATE AGENCY AND You.
THIS BOX ~ Please explain whet the contract Is for.
OR THE BOX .
BELOW N/A
ANSWER THE QUESTIONS IN THIS BOX
IF THE CONTRACT IS BE‘I'WEEN THE STATE AGENCY AND ANOTHER PERSON OR ENTITY
- Please identify the person or entity that hes the contract with the state agency.
- What Is your relationship to the person or entity?
- What Is the contract for?
The Commonwealth Corporation, a quasi-governmental entity of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, has a contract with AAFCPAs, a Massachusetts
CPA firm organized as an S-corporation, to perform audit and tax services for its
fiscal year ended June 30, 2019. The contract is for a total of $56,500, plus
FILL IN clerical and out of pocket fees. It is anticipated that the audit and tax services
THIS BOX under the contract, which began in July 2019, will conclude by November 15,
OR THE BOX 2019. The contract can be renewed annually.
ABOVE

Matthew Trolano CPA is a partner at AAFCPAs. He is one of 15 partners who are
also shareholders In the firm. Matthew Is named as the engagement partner in
the contract for audit and tax services and s responsible for the delivery of
services from AAFCPAs to Commonwealth Corporation., Based on a phone call
with the Massachusetts State Ethics Commission, based on advisory 06-01, the
Commission believes that, as a result of being named in the contract, Matthew Is
considered a “special state employee.” We are requesting a section 7e
exemption.

Commonwealth Corporation went through its customary procurement process
before hiring AAFCPASs to provide audit and tax services, This process, and the
audit and tax services, are overseen by the independent Board of Directors of
Commonwealth Corporation.




What is your
financial (nterest?

~ Please explaln the financial Interest and include the dollar emount If you know It,

The Commonwealth Corporation administers the Workforce Tralning Fund (WTF)
Program. The WTF Is a fund financed entirely by Massachusetts employers,
including AAFCPAs. The purpose of the WTF is to provide resources {consisting of
grants up to $250,000, with a 1:1 employer match) to Massachusetts emp!oyers
to train their employees. The grant recipient employers are chosen by

the Workforce Tralning Fund Advisory Board, which is an-independent

group consisting of 9 members representing the general public, businesses,
training providers, and [abor organizations.

For more Information about the WTF program, please see

http://workforcetrainingfund.org/programs/general-program/faq/ and
http://workforcetrainingfund.org/programs/general-program/guidelines/AAFCPAS

plans to apply for a WTF Program grant from the Commonwealth Corporation to
support a new AAFCPAs Leadership Academy training Initiative. AAFCPAs plans to
use the grant for external leadership training consultants. The grant would allow
up to approximately 130 AAFCPAs employees, based in Massachusetts, to learn
valuable leadership skills that would benefit both them and the Commonwealth
workforce as well. The skills gained would encompass leadership,
communication, collaboration, employee engagement, and many other valuable
Inter-personal skills.- The grant size would be up to the program maximum of
$250,000, and AAFCPAs would have to “match” the grant 1:1

Based on a phone call with the Massachusetts State Ethics Commission, they
helieve that if AAFCPASs recelves a WTF Program grant, this gives Matthew
Trolano (as a shareholder in AAFCPAs) an “indirect financial interest” in the grant.
That is why we are applying for this exemption.

CPAs are held to the highest ethical standards. All of our employees complete
ethics trainings as a part of our licensure renewals. We also have to assess
Independence in every cllent relatlonship. We do not believe this relationship
would impair our independence. AAFCPAs has been a Massachusetts employer
for 45 years. We have grown our company to 211 employees and plan to
continue to grow and hire for years to come. An important part of our growth is

‘dependent on training our employees. If we do not train our future leaders, our

entire company is at risk.

The award of WTF grants Is determined through a competitive grant application
process by an independent Workforce Training Fund Advisory Board, who is
independent of both the Commonwealth Corporation and the Commonwealth
as a whole. The members of this Advisory Board also have no relationships
with Matthew Trolano or AAFCPAs that would create a conflict of Interest. The
grant selection process is independent and impartial.

if Matthew Trolano is not able to receive this conflict of Interest section 7e
exemption, it would put AAFCPAs and its employees at a competitive
disadvantage to other Massachusetts CPA firms that are allowed to utilize the
grant.




AAFCPAs, as a Massachusetts employer, pays into the WTF Program (similar to
the Commonwealth unemployment pool). Thus, any grants from the WTF
program would represent a return of the amounts AAFCPAs has paid into the
pool, not a “gift” to AAFCPAs. We believe we have the same right to access the
grant funds as any other MA company.

Based on these factors, AAFCPAs and Matthew Trolano respectfully request the
approval of this Section 7e exemption.

Date when you
acquired the
financial intereat

Matthew Trolano would acquire the indirect financial interest at the time if/when
AAFCPAs is awarded a WTF grant from the Commonwealth Corporation.
AAFCPAs plans to apply for this grant once the exemption is received ~ hopefully
in fall 2019.

What Is tha financial

- Please explain the financlal Interest and include the dollar amount if you know it.

interest of your

immediate family? | N/A - No financlal interest of iInmediata family.
Date when your

immediate famlly N/A - No financlal interest of immediate famlly.
acquired the ' :

financlal jnterest . .

Employea signature:

Hheriz. cPA

Date; 8.23.201¢
APPROVAL OF EXEMPTION BY THE GOVERNOR
Govemor's name:
APPROVAL OF § 7[e) EXEMPTION
) have received a disciosure under G.L. c. 268BA, § 7(a) from a speclal stats employes who
seeks to have a financlal interest In a contract made by the state. | understand that the
spectal state employee participates in, or has official responsibllity for, activities of the
state agency that made the contract. As Governor, | apprave this exemption under § 7(e)
regarding the financlal Interest identifled by the state employes. .
Governars ™~ 7
signature: /
Date;

9/ 50/ a019

Attach additional pages If nacessary.
Flla your completed, slgned Disclosure with:

Stats Ethica Commigslon, Onae Ashburton Place, Room 619, Boston, MA 02108

Form Revised February, 2012



